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By Edward J. O'Brien

Of wide repute as a judge of short

stories, but a judge of public affairs

as well, I
HE astonishment began on the ove- |
iing of the day when the armistice |
was signed. Two Bostonians tim- |

idly elbowed their way down Fifth
from Forty-fourth Street to the :
All York had de-
holiday and was making curnival,
bul they liad a press-
ng need to fill before |
I could’ j@in the
One* of them
knew what the New
York Fublic Library
could de, the other
did  not, and
irankly ineredulous.
knew what the
Huston Fublle Li-
brary did not do. IHe
i poor editor
] come New  York and
he needed quickly a photograph of Na-
poleon’s house of exile at St. Helenu, The
Hostonian who knew the New York Public
Library said

Avenue

Publie Library.

clared o

Noew

thay

erowid,

wae

e

WHE

wha hind Just to

that was easy» and that he
could hsve a gelatin print of the pictiire
delivered immediately to the engraver. It

was a chullenige which the editor accepted.

T'o drop the third person, for it was a
puersonal matter, we chocked oiir coats and
rode unstairs to the general rending room,
wallied immediately to the open reference
shelves and picked out a ruare book with
the very picture we sought., It was won-
derful, for in the city we came from such
& book would have been locked up for fear
of theft. We were rather eurprised, of
course, to find the Public Library open on
guch & night of jubilation, and even more
surprised when we walked with some timid-
ity up to the delivery desk and inguired
if there was any method by which we could
have the desired nicture photographed.
Three experts immediately sprang up out
of the pround and us 8 ecompetent
lecture on the most efficient way ot pre-
paring a print § rotogravure, promised
to have a gelatine print made by the library
photostat and to deliver it to the engraver
before 11 o'clock the next morning, al-
though it was then ¢lose to library elosing
time. As evidenee of their
faith in human nature they apreed to send
the

It waus

gave

& Crowning
editor s bill fur services rendered. .
really most instructive, We

Iearned more about the mysteries of tech-

nigal pro & connected with rotogravure

eupplements than we had over known be-

fore, and ut slack hour in the greatest |
holiday night New York had seen sinece the
close of the Civil War thore three
experts ready and eager to amssist the pub-
lie with highly
2 of ns was plad that e was settling in
New York, the other went rucfully back to
Boston, and is ocensionally heard even now
murmuring

wWire

specislized  infermation, |

“photostat™ in his sléep,

But he decided that the adventure would |
not end He wanted know why |
such wonderful things should happen to
him. and he decided to stay over in New
York two davs longer to find out. And he
found, enough, the library was

here. |
|
still glud to help him. W saw everything |
|
|
|
|

stronrely

but the Foiler plant, and he enmpared it
with Boston. As a result he
decided tn move to New York,
further I wish to express
my gratitude to Mr. Anderson, the direetor;
Mr. Lydentboerg, chief of the reference de-
partments Mr, Harper, acling chief of the
branch library department and the cireula-
tion department, and to Mr. MeComb, chief |
of the reference reading room, for their
cordial and painstaking codperation in mak-
ing this article a sucedss,

has almost

Before going

lert Where Boston '
Is Medizeval

It should be elearly understood at the
outset that the New York Public Library
is an organization nuiting two equa ly im-
portan! departments.  The central refor
ence library, in which the books ure naot
availuble for outsid. cireulation, is a sepa-
rate unit from the circulation department
end branch library system in which books
circulute freely the building. The
two departments present very different ad-
ministrative problems. The central refer-
ence libiary is a scholar's library in which

outside

the old Astor, Lenox and Tilden Founda- |
tiond are now united for the first time. |
This library is supported by endowment |

nnd occupies its present magnificent buoild-
ing sgimply a5 & perpetual tenant of the
Uity of New York, The city is its kindly
landlord. The hranch libraries and their
« books are now one system mainly support-
ed by the eity, which appropriates annu-
ally about $800,000 for that purpose. Here,
100, many libraries have been fused
into one administrative aystem. I ghall
consider the two systems separately, al-
wayd remembering that in practice they
e to be regarded a4 g single unit of ser-
vice, niot only to the citizens of New York,
but to the whole country.

The main reference collection, which 1s |
second only to the Library of Congress in |
the number of books, and which surpasses |
the Library of Congress in many fields, 1s |
‘freely open for consultation und genersl |
reading to any reader without an introduc- |
tion. To those who know the resirictions
which obtain in the British Muscum, the
Bibliothéque Nationale, the Hodleian
Library, the Harvard College Library and
moat other great collections with which the
New York Public Library may otherwise he
fittingly compared, this will seemi remark-
nble, But the New York iden of demoe-
racy has obtained so long that most eiti-
zens of New York probably take it for
granted. A large part of this collection is
yanged on open shelves for direet consul-
tation by the reader. The wisitor from
Boston is at once impressed not only by
the large extent of this colleetion snd the
eatholicity of choice whieh it reveals;, but
the faet that it i kept up to date,
Inapection of u single runge of hooks im
mediately ehows that experts in their own |

loeal

by

| enters the spacious

| wions

| blush with shame.

specinl flelds wateh this collection from
day to day and are quick to ndd to it the
latest contributiony to knewledge in every
braneh of human activity, It i4 in refresh-
ing contrast to the reference collection in

| the Boston Fublie Library, which was se-

lected more than twenty-five yenrs ago and
iz now largely obsoleto,

—_—

Ever y Branch

a Combined Popular University and
Centre of Good American Citizenship in a

True Democracy of Learning

But there are also many special libraries |

in the bujlding freelv open to the publie,

| and in these, as Mr, Anderson pointed out

to me, it has been u point of honor to see
that the librarians in charge have at Jeast
the sume standing in thelr particular fislds
ag an assistant professor in sueh & univer-
sity as Columbia or Marvard., 1 know of no
other library in the Uniled States of which
this could be said truthfully.
on hon#rably in this respeet the great (ra-
dition of the British Musenm, whose do-
nortment eustodiang sre, for the most part,
men of lefters whom England is thus proud
to honar,

Did space permit 1 should 1ike to eilarge
on’ the unique’ specinl collections of the
New York Publie Library, hut 1 must con-
tent myself with ealling attention to the
fact that in the central building  the
seholar will find the largest and richest
eollection of Americans in the world

B

HBafore

enefite of Scientific
Arrangement

entering the geonornl reading
roomt, where all thise treasures are placed
immediately at the reader's dispesal, one
catalofue room, und,
if He ig a Bostonian, is at onee amazed at
the service which is placed at his disposal,
Not only does he find a conmplete carg
catalogue under one alphabet of the New

York FPublic Library’s reference eoliection, |

but on the opposite wall he discovers an
equally compiete catalogue of the resources
of the Library of Congress, This catalogue
has a bibliographical importance greater
than at first appeavs, When it iz remem-
bered that, as o condition of American
copyright, one copy of edeh book published
in this country must be deposited in the
Library of Congress, the tremendous hiblic
opraphical value of this catalogue will be

at onee perceived,

But to return to the catalogue of vour
own' Public Library, A Bostonian nt onee
recognizes several startling features in
which your ¢atalogue is superior. Not ‘only
dues it contain a complete record by author
and title of every book in the library, but
it indexes by subject under the same alpha-
bel every mugazine articlo in the library's
vast files, and this magazine index iz so
that it inclwdes last month’s peri-

Moraover, the special subject divi-
are  exhaustively catalogpued and
grouped much more fully nnder main divi-
siong than in cur Roston Library, For ex-
ample, the reader who wishes to know the
precise resources of the New York Public
Library in French tiction, Spanish poetry or
Gaelie folk lore will find AN the individual
works on these subjects separately prouped
ws i ounit of the main eatalogue. The ad-
vantige of this thoughtfulness to the reader
who i not alveady an expert in the suhb-
jeet which he is looking up will be gt once
apparent, The =scholar may also discover
at once by quickly running over the cards
what speeial resources the New York
Publie Library has to offer which his own
library in Boston, Chicago or Brooklyn
does not offer him.

recant
odicals

Having seleeted the hooks which he needs,
he writes out on eall slips furnished to
him the shelf mark, author and title of the
book, uand signs the slip with his
and address. If the library has severa) edi-
tions of the book and he has a special
preference for one of them he may indi-
cate this faet on the slip,

When he has filled out the slips, he takes
them to a desk in the same room, where
they are carefully examined by the at-
tendant in charge, wha is speeially trained
for this purpose, and if there are any ob-

| vious errers on a slip they are pointed out

to him for correction. Such forethought as
this in the Boston Public Library would
save much time and friction not only to
the reader, but to the library staff.

If no obyvious errors appear on the call
slips, they are filed and sent at once by
pneamatic tube to the correst book stack,
ang the reader ig given a card with a num-
her an it. Half of these cards have even

numbers, and half have odd numbers, These |

numbers bear no relation to seat numbers

It carrles |

name |

fn the ball, but simply diveet the reader to
| 8 desk either to the loft or right of the
central dssue desk, The sdvantage of this
ayatem, whon the hall iz crvowded, iz to
direet the flow of renders evenly either to
the left op right hand side of the great
room, aecording to the eongestion prolilem
whieh worises, 1, however, o rendep
presses A preforence aig to which end of the
hnll he wishes to work in, or if he wislies
to be nesr coertpin open refercnce shelves,
| hig request is honoved at

oX=

onea.

by w page to a specind seat in the hall he
may write the mamber of the

waives this serviee, the great mujority of
readers probably nrefer to do so.

Betore sending the veader's slips to the

| upproprinte stacks, the attendant in the
| ¢ntalogue room who files them writes on
Cench slip the pnumber of the eard with

which the reader has been provided, and
also the total number of slips which the
reader hugs filed, The veader then enters
either the left or right section of the gen-
eral reading room, as his card may indicate,
and gits down in front of an electrie indi-
cator, When his books are ready the num-
ber of hig eard is fushed the electrie
| indientor, and the books are delivered to
| him immediately, whereuporn he may tuke
| them to any vacunt seat in the hall, on con-

o11

|
| dition that he returns them to the desk
i before leaving the voom.
i
! g @t vour
bite r
E:;vm‘y S@rvice

In the catalogue roem there is an infar-
mation desk at which an expert is ready
to ascist any reader who is unfamilise with
the catalopue or desires any special infor
mation as to his privileges or as to Lhe
technigue of using the librare, Ar tils
desk a surprising amotnt of miscellanpois
knowledge muszt be instantly available, snd
I have never known the attendant te ol

Should e wish o have his baoks delivered |

gent on his |
slips, but as delivery is mori prompt if he |

i giving what is often service prompted by
un unrensonable demand,

1w atforded an opportunity Lo examine
A large number of call slips, the books of
which had been delivered, snd found that
awvorage  tine of dalivery was from
oleven to cixteon minutes, An admirshle
innovation of the New York Library is the
utse ol time eloeks, which gtamp on each slip
the exael moment when it is filed and the

the

mnde at cost, and by means of it many of
the library’s treasures are rendered acces-
zible to 1Mruries and scholars st n great dis-

"
|

tanea from New York, with a great gaving |

of travelling oxpenses and laboviens re-

seareh.
Ag the library is one of the largest hoolt

| buyers in the world, its method of gelecting

exact moment when tha Nooek id rendy for |

delivery to the reador,
As the books in the reference collection
under any cireumstanees, cireulate outside
the building, the chances of dolivery o
I the! rewder are very much grenter than in
muast liege lbrarvies sprving a great metro-
palitnn population.  MHefore a book ie
ported to n reader as abaolutely nob avail-
able o very gpooil reason must be given to
the officer in charpe by those who have
gearehed for it.  If the book is definitely
and apparently irvvemedinbly missing, which
does not happen often, the fael s noted,
| und after & hricd period of precautionary
wiiting its entalogie eard is removed.

I'o-

Mention sheuld be made of the facilities
for reserving hooks afforded to students,
Any reader have reserved for him
from dav to day a reasonable number of
hopks neceasary fnr continuopus study, sub-

niay

ject to the nesdd nnd convenience of other |

veaders,  Sueh books are held in the main
rending room, and if called for by ether
veaders in the absence of the student re.
serving them, are issued to those readers
on the understanding that they be returned
to the desk when the original reservation
slipn are put in them again. This
pleasgant eontrast to the system at the Dos-
ton Publie Libravy, where such beoks, if
called for by another veader, ara lost to
the original reader,

15N

0OF the photostut service T have alrendy
know, this service [a
uniigue in Ameriean libruries, Ttg prompt-
ness and seientife accuracy nre noteworthy,
and the fact that the service is being usced
widely and is indispensable iz attested by
the many orders which eome to the library
from all over the eountry by letter and tele-
It 15 & fuir restriction which provijes
that the library will not undertake ordinary
commereinl work., fhe photographs are

spokon. So far ne 1

wrany,

hooks should prove of interest, Contrary to

| the practice of the Boston Public Library,

all honks nre selected by noted experts in
their field. The purchase of booka pub-
lished in Amariea is not limited to ene book-

af the New York Public Library do net, | seller or jobber, but distributed equably

throughout the New York boek trade. The
library has an arrangement with the chief
hooksellers by which one topy of every book
published in  America, when procurable
through ordinary channels, is automatically
submitted to the library for approval on tha
dute of publication., These bodks are in-

| stantly elassified by subject and allotted to

experts in the lbrary serviee for quick de-
cision. Such decisions ars ususlly made

within a couple of (days and are final.

FPurthermore, experts continunlly read all
foreign book cataloguesn, trade journals and

i hibliographical lists, and make their selec-

tiond instantly. If the book is alreasdy
bound, az is the case with most English and
American books, the velume ia ecarefully
catalogued, and is avnilable for public use
from ten to fourteen days after publicatlon.
If it requires binding, this is done by the
library's epecial binding service with re-
markable promptitude, and the book ig avail-
ahle for public ute, a4 a goneral rule, about
ofie month after ita purchase by the librars,

The question of amateur eensorahip, which
is sp unfortunate wn influence in mout
large public libraries, does not enter here.
If 4 book ig & contribution to knowledga or
to ereative literature or the arts, it is at
once added to the reference collection,
though if its infuence iz likely to be harm-

For One Who Dwelt in

| ogies to a well-beloved club.

- CLUB DINNER

$1.25—6 to 7.45

Cobb Isfaud Qystera

Wieringen Island, North Holland, present abode of a onetime Cro
Germany. Sketched from memory, on a dinner card, by H. W. V.,

wn Prince of Imperial

L. With humblest apol-

ew York?—Its Library, for Instance

fal to the young or untrained reader, suit-
able precautions are tuken by the library
ataff to sec thot its use is not nbusad.

I had a welcome opportunity to visit the
stacke of the central building, and was com-
pelled to sdmire their wise arrangement
with regard to quick service, lighting and
securate hook arrangement.

When the building in Forty-second Strest

| was first planned the New York Publie Li-

brary was able to take advantage of the
lesgona learped by other architects' mis:
takes, It was decided te place the main
reading room on the top Hoor, on the as-
sumptien that the reader who was in ear-
nest would be willing to go as far as pos-
sible from the street, and in the hope, which
hias been borne out admirably by events,
that the mere idier snd foot warmer, who
crowds cut serious readers in most libraries,
would Le diseourzged befora he gat there.
For the same reason n much smaller Appro-
priation is awarded annually for the pur-
chasa of newspapers, us uXperience has
=zhown that the asewspaper rouvm of n large
lihrary tends to degenernte into o trampa’
shelter. Furthermore, the newspaver room
hag been thouphtinlly pléced nn the ground
ﬂl.llr'l",

he Electric Carrier
System

The siacks which pecupy the main fior-
tion of the central library building are ar-
ranged in tiers directly under the main
reading room, and brightly illuminated by
natural light, A system of electrie hook
carriers descends from the central desk In
the main reading reom to each stack, and
books are direetly loaded and unloaded from
dumbwaiters running to and fro between
the main reading room and each stack
Fach stack is in charge of a sepprrate super-
intendent, nsaisted by & corps of ladies, wha
procure the books directly from the shelves
and transfer them to the appropriate elec-
trie carrier. One of the most vewvations
features of the Boston Public Library and
many other libraries is the distanca from
the stacks to the main reading room and the
excessive number of hands necessary to
handle the complicated machinery requlired
to find a book and deliver it to the reader.
These complications are reduced to & mini-
mum in the New York Public Library
through the excellenee of its edministrative
system, In cach stack there iz a speeial
shelf list showing the arrangement of books
on this shelf, and this is an added pre-
caution against the misplacing of broks.

|

women having expert knowledga of practice].
ly every race and country on the gloke, Such

| buildings had to be not only Yiddish, Bo.

hemian, 1talian, Russian or Syrian iihrnrtes,
#ith the spegial resources and training
that these connote, but they had t5 he
melting pots of Americanizgm in order to

| Tulfil completely what they really ars—tha

| You down to the Seward Park bran

people's university.
I wish, for example, that I could take
ch of the

| Mew York Publie Library on & bury nfter-

noon. I eould show you what iz practienls

o library, college, sotilement hoyse, lecturs

ation

foundation, elubroom and children's 1
room admirably and cffici
eonducted that there is no frietion or #

20 ¥

n

. ure to achieve the end whick ught.
| That and is to bring Yiddish n Hussian
literuture to the most exact of tha
Jewish intelligentsia, while at the = -

time scting as the first and wmost ne ant
introduction’ of the immigrant to American
ideals of life. [ found there no attempt o
destroy the foundations of Jewish &n

sian culture, Which are the richest gift that
these immipranta brought our
Americsn life, but on Lhe contrary, to de-
velop them to utmost potentialities
for the benefit of American citizenship, and
to use them as n basis upon which to wa.
terpret the American democratic
which we lave to offer them in return,

On the afterncon when I vigited the
braneh, in what was describad to me as &
quiet. lull in the day's work, there ware
fundreds of keenly alert children making

have Lo

their

ideal

the uttermost usze of a children's eollection
|

nora extenszive and well chosen than that
of the main library in Boston. I was tald
that the library coGperates with ths othar

social organizations of the digtrict in eTery

| possible’ way. The following Instanca will

illustrate my point, though it iz lssg wglid
now than before the war shut off the grogt

| tide of European immigration: It kea been

Only the most experienced attendants are |

permitted to replace books on the shelves,
a3 to all intenta and purposes a misplaced
Book is a lost beok in a collection 80 voSt A
that of the New York Publie Library.

The visitor cannot but admire the Bd-
mirable esprit de corps of the library staff,
their friendly and helpful human reiations
to one another and to the public &nd their

perpetual good will and ambition for the I

library's betterment.

In this respect they

serve as a counsel of perfection “or other
|

libraries,

I wish that I had space to apeak of the
L any other special serviees which the New
Y erk Publie Library renders to the publie—
its remarkably extengive periodical collee-
tons, its linguistic treasures, ils special
Vbrary for the blind, in charge of specially
vained attendants; its art galleries, print
collections and exhibition rooms, and the
taluable biblicgraphical lists which it pub-
lishes. But the little which I have out-
lined is surely enough to show why a mere
Bostonian is envious of the riches which
New Yorkers often take entirely for
granted,

Every Branch a
Public University

Of your branch library service I am hesi-
tant to speak. The senge of leadership
necessary to weld together into sn organic
whole the vast number of small independent
circulating libraries and reference collec-
tions previously secattered over the various
boroughs of New York must have been tre-
mendous. To resolve loesl differences of
opinion, to study the aocial problems pre-
sented by such a wvast and unarganized
welter of communities and to bring new
and untrained immigrant publics to such
public libraries was & feat which would
have taxed the energics of the greatest
administrative leaders. Even as it is, it
requires the active cofiperation of men and

- On th

By Wilbur Forrest
T'ribuna Cable Service
UXEMBURG, Nov. 21 (delayed).—
The Grand Duchess herself and all
the Grand Duchess’s men, women
and children turned cut to-day to
honor America and the Allies. It was the
greateat day in Luxemburg’s history, during
which Luxemburg's polvglot little popula-
tion of 25,000 eouls packed the streets of
their little city to see the war-sciled and
hardened American troops parade,

They cheered our soldiers, French sol- |
diers and everything Allied until the Ger- | 5 A i
according to the maker's conception, hang

man signs on the shop windows seemed to
They “vived" in French,
“hoched” in German and “Heep! Heep!
Hoorayed"” in English from the eity's gates
to the Nationwl Palace, showing indispu-
teble satisfaction in their riddance of the
Germana who have nbused their neutrality
sinee 1914,

I'he lnst stragglers of the German army

left the eity in the early hours to-day, |

American officers entered before noon, pre-
paring for the afternoon festivities, where-
in General Pershing, staff officers, the beau-
tiful young Duchess probably the maost

| beautiful younp Duchess in all Eurdpoe -

Luxemburg's army, her military band, her
boy and girl scouts and lastly, grizzled vet-
erans, the American 16th Infantry Regi-
ment of the 1st Diyvision, with its regi-
ments) band, were the principul netors,
With the utmost respect to the city of

| Luxemburg, whose trials during four YOATS

B8 a nedtral were dominated by civiliza-
tion's now vanquished enemy, to-day's stuge

| setting might have been tuken from “Grau-

stark,” with a little of the “Merry Widow”
ujiera l'rlmhinull.
You enter the eity over smooth rouds,

e Heeis of the Hun in Luxemburg

[ S

| passing firat neat residences in the uut-
skivts with a sense of nmarement #fter
many months in a country shattered hy
war's devasfation. Brownstone fronts that
would credit Fifth Avenue preet the By,
Tlien you enter husiness thoroughfarcs with
gayly decorated store windows jutting onto
the sidewalks and streetd too immaculnte
to be true. Great flags—horizontal bars of
red, white and light bive—of the Grand
Duchy hang from every window and festoon
themselves weross the stroots, Here and
there American and French flags, the for-
mer landmade, with from five to fifly stars,

|

|

| eut, Pictures of the Kaiser, Urown Prince,
| Ludendorff and Hindenburg are coOnEpicunus
| by their absence from the store windows,
iwhill.‘ Pershing, Joffre,
| and Wilson smile forth with victorious
countenances. Luxemburg artists are most-
ly responsible for the pictures, beecause (Ger-
mans controlled incoming lithographs of
these Allied notables until yesterday,

Foeh and Pétain

Block after block had s6 dressed jtself |

to-day when the Americans hegan to arrive.
Passing down the main thoreughfare, which
widens occasionally to accomniodate =mall
sguares, each with o statue of some nu-
tional hero, you urrive at the National Pul-
ace, o brownstone structure with slate ture-
reted roo? and fronted with
galleries whose decorative iron seroll ball
ustrades jut out a trifle over the street,

Below in the strect is Luxemburg's little
srmy—every mun in blue dress parade uni-
forpi, smple red striped trousers, braided
tunies, hats similar to those of our
Point cadets —standing ut rigid attention,
with polished bavenets seintillating in the
afternoon sun; officers dressed evens move
| elaborutely, with shining swords
5

nn-

- — T e N eI TE

second floor |

Waost |

[ sheathed, waiting the moment of the srriv
of the American commander in chief.

| Crowds line both sides of the street, talk-

| ing volubly in French, German,

| Flemich or whatever mother tongue

maost,

Italian,
pleases

Some one shouts “Vive!"” and from the
narrow side street through seattering spec-
tators emerges a war-soiled American cap-
tain astride an American Wastern cow pony
with ‘one white eye., Then a big automo-
bile half filled with flowers, showing four
sturs on the windshield, follows. Rehind
them another, and General Pershing amid
cheers steps out and with a long salute re-
views Luxemburg’s army. General

Hines

and several colonels accompanying Persh- |

ing pass inside the driveway of the palace,
while Luxemburg's elaborately uniformed
band plays “Yankee Doodle” The musie
has that soothing flow which bricgs back
the opern stage setting,

Then she appeurs on \he baleony, slim,
young, pretty, talking rapidly to broad-
shouldered, erect-figured Pershing, who
| might well be the hero of the plece. His
smart army cap hides his allver gray hair;
his soldierly bearing bespeaks youth, Gen-
era]l Hinos standing near by, talking to
another young woman, possibly a sister of

ig

|

the twenty-year-old Duchess, and staff of- |

ficers conversing with uniformed Luxem-
Burg army ofleials up there complete the

gallery picture,

To have eeen the pretty
.

young Luxzeni-
separate  themselves {from
crowd and trip gayly singing slong the
pavenients would have startled no Ameri-
can present who ling geen on our stage tha

ennception of

b
| the

girls

Ul Eurdpean nations w

their gayly dressed soldiers and the heroine

mixed with plenty of waltzy music; but the

J

al | picture suddenly changed. Cheers up the

street announce the approaching gound of
horses' fest, followad by the steady tramp
ol our infantry marching four abreast,

Officers and men alike carried flowery as
the mgayest part of their make-up, Soiled,
sombre, khaki uniforms told of hard battles
and as they passed a doughboy hand ap-
peaved, stopped in & side street gnd played
as the men marched,

This was the 18th Infantry, whose sol-
diers put their feet on the sail of France
for the first time at St, Nazaire an June 26,
1917,
through Paris, 60 per cent raw recruits,
328w them enter the Toul sector for emer-
gency training and emerge in March, 1918,
hardened soldiers, when in the 1st Brigade
Division they paraded before Secretary of
War Baker and General Pershing with a
bulldog swing to their shoulders,

These were the bluckest Allied days, when
Baker rushed back word to the War IDla-
partment that red tape must be eliminated
if American troops were to reach Franee
i sufficient time to save the Allied cause,
Tu—dqy these wveterans are marching wie-
toriously through Luxemburg to Germany,
but since March, 1918, they have taken
Cantigny, have niade history for gur army
in tne Chiteay Thierry Bector;, then at St
Mihiel, sgain at Verdun and then on No-
vember 1 in the drive toward Sedan which
broks the hinge of the German 4rmy's
Brasp on Frence and sant it reeling back
toward Germuny, lsading to the Kuisers
abject capitulation,

America’s 1st Divisjon, whereo! the ldth
Lafantry 1s o part, mijssed no blow for vie-
tory in the entira war, and it was in its
Lonor that the 18th was cheored through
the Luzemburg strecta to-day,

When it finished passing the palace local
boy drills and scouts followed, and then the
beautiful Duchess, the
generala and their retinue disappeared from
the gallery and Luxemburg's army marched
away and the crowd dispersed through the
streets, cheering every French or American
officer who remained among them,

While representatives of the great repub.
lics of France and America were enthusi-
astically welcomed, only faint cheers were

| heard for the beautiful Duchess, whose al-

I saw them there, saw them march |

leged apathy toward the popular movement
for o break in diplomatic relations when
the Germans violated Luxemburg's noutral-
ity in 1914 i3 said to have minimized her
popularity among the people.  From the
talk heard in the streets to-day one would
be led to believe that little Luxemburg
leana toward republicanism, This theory
e strengthened by Posters conspicuously
placed throughout the city diselaiming any
responsibility on the rart of the populace
for Luxemburg's apparent passiveness tow-

broad-shouldered |

ard German occupation during the war, The |
posters were pot in rlace by the Luzemburg |

Citizens' Union,

The first Americans in the city of Lux-
emburg ineluded Brigadier Genersl Frank
Parker of the 1st Division, who cama on
Wednesdey, before the enemy had wholly
evapuated the city.

The dining room

the Grand Brasseur
Hotel contpined

the German and American
Eenerals simultancously at dinner time. An
attitude of striet Trigidity maintained be-
tween the tubles was the only reault,

Parker returned to-day, accompanied hy
Lieutenant Colone] Theodors Roosevelt, jr.,
but the {ierman general kad departed.
French and American officers were in full
possession of the diing room,
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the custem of one Hebrew organization in
the district to provide the librarian of this
branch regularly with ths name of svery
new immigrant from Europe who has coms
to reside in the distriet. Every informs!
effort was then made to inform this resi-
dent, who rarely could speak English, that
there was a national library in hia own
innguage entirely at his dispeosal, end that
it wished to cniperate with him in everr

possible way to msake him acguain with
his new envirenment and to as 3 me
terial success. In thia manner, 2 library

has been able {o come inta p
tions with practically every

him wigely, and to iniegrate
gocinl life of his meighborhood. This
vents him from making a wrong st
while, on the other hand, no attentions
impressed upon him in sueh

him

8 way us %o
maka them unweleone to him. The library
staff feels that it has more e learn than to

teach and is keeni
of condeszension,

aware of the vulgarits

in the matter of popular fetion, for
which there seems likely te be a genersl
demand, even though the books sare of
somewhat ephemeral literary character,
the library is less conservative than most
other large metropolitan libraries, The
books are bought in cuituble numbers, by
not replaced when they are worn out. Tha
library is also less conservative in the
matter of censorship than many othe:
libraries, though special care ls taken to
avoid purchasing books of a destructive
and immoral tendency for genersl eircula-
tion. The problem is usually solved by
purchasing reference copies; if the book is
of literary value, and imposing euitabls
limitations on their consultaticn by rend
ers.

Wigely, I think, the library makes no at-
tempt to duplicats the smpecial collections
of the Columbigy University Library, the
American Museum of Natural History and
other special libraries which are cpen to
the sgerioua student.

A Catalogue
< X of Library Merits
Thera are many more points
should like to take up, but as
from Boston 1 mupst nat begin

o

presels,
and I think the best thing [ can do it
closing is to summarize by fly some of tho
many advantages which New York enjoye

uver other citiessn this respect, and par-
ticularly over Hoston. Your iibrary has
no amateur reading committee of unculti
vated ladies who serve without pay for the
privilege .of secing the n fort-
night before you do; you have a reference
colleetion on open shelves in your main
reading room beside which the Bates Hall
collection in the Boston Pubilic Library is
medieval; vou lave unccess to a muaen
larger collection of current periodicals:
you may see the important new books
mediutely, and have them deliver
in half the time taken by
you

w books 8

ol Lo )

other lihraries:
jon,

have good wventi restiul

and a scholarly atmoaphers:

lights
books
are seldom teported as not ava:lable for
1 much larger purchasing
fund for new buoks than

vOur

you have n

most libraries;
you have expert advisers to gihide you and
no censorship to Hindsr your intelleetust
davelopment, and th of
strong the stall which administers to
your wanta. Your library represents the
best standerds of the American Library As-
sopiation, to which the rank snd fle of
the staf in our Boeston Publie Library 18
actively hostile; you have no highly de-
veloped library union to commercialize the
stundards of service, and to
them in the mud of city politics; and, beat

apirit gervice

i

vour trall

of zll, the director of your library is ss-
sumed by his trustees to be a competent
execut with freedom to act as he thinks

best sand to develop the utmost potentiali-
ties of libr service. Such as it Is to-
day, the administration of the New York
Public Library is tho norm of excellence
for the United States, if not for the world.
That is a proud distinction which & Bos-
tonian ean only envy and seek to emulate
by & comperison which ig surely not fe-
vidlous,




